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Instructions 
 

Printing 
 
For best results, print on the highest 
quality white paper.  The whiter the 
paper, the better.  The qualities of 
printers differ, so there may be some 
variations in size and color on different 
printers.  Testing was done on laser and 
ink-jet printers, with excellent results 
from both. 
Critically Important:  Make sure when 
you print, you set the Page Scaling on 
your printer settings to “None.”  If you do 
not, it will print the flags smaller than 
intended. 
 
 

Cutting 
 
Good results can be achieved with 
scissors, but the best method is to use a 
hobby knife.  You will need a new sharp 
blade, a cutting matt, and a straight edge 
(preferably metal).  Place the sheet of 
paper on the cutting matt.  Align the 
straight edge over the flag, so that it 
covers the flag itself.  Move the straight 
edge until the flag just disappears.  Make a 
cut.  Move the straight edge over the next 
side of the flag and continue. 

 
Place straight edge over flag and move from the 

inside out to cut. 

Flags with white edges have a 1 pixel line 
to mark the border.  With the straight 
edge over the flag, move it until only the 
line is visible.  Cut just inside the line, 
leaving only the white flag. 

 
Cut just inside the black border. 

Flags with fringe should have the cut outs 
above and below the wood section 
removed.  If there is no wood section, the 
flag attaches to the flagpole by a sleeve. 

 
Remove the cut-outs.  The fringe would not extend 

around the flagpole. 

Gluing 
 
Carefully align the outer corners of the 
flag and fold it in half.  Carefully brush 
PVA glue (white glue) on one side.  Place 
the flag pole in the fold, and push the two 
halves of the flag together.  Make sure you 
align the outside corners again so that the 
flag remains symmetrical.  Use tweezers 
or your fingernails to pinch the flag 
tightly around the flag pole. 
 
Creases and waves can be made 
immediately while the glue is still wet.  
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Bend the flag around a paintbrush or 
similar pole.  Before getting started 
consider practicing gluing the flags and 
making the folds with pieces of blank 
white paper. 
 

Finishing 
 
When dry, paint the brown colored wood 
area of the flag to match the color you 

painted the flagpole on the miniature.  Be 
careful not to over paint the thin white 
edge that represents the thin strip of 
fabric the grommets are attached to.  
Finally, paint the white edges of the paper 
to match the colors on the front of the 
flag. 
 
The best part is, if you make a mistake, 
just print the page again and start over! 
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Sixth Army Corps 
 
 
According to General Orders No. 10 
issued on February 7th, 1863, each corps 
of the Army of the Potomac was 
authorized a blue swallow-tailed guidon 
to designate the corps headquarters and 
the location of the corps commander.  
These initial corps flags had a white 
botonee cross, with the corps number 
printed in red in the center of the cross.  
 
On May 12th, 1863 General Orders No. 53 
specified the use of division and brigade 
flags.  Each corps had been assigned its 
own unique symbol, to be worn by the 
soldiers so that their unit identity could 
be readily determined.  These symbols 
were put on each flag.  The division flags 
were rectangular.  The 1st Division flag 
was white with a red corps symbol, the 
2nd Division flag was blue with a white 
corps symbol, and the 3rd Division flag 
was white with a blue corps symbol.  1st, 
2nd, 3rd … red, white, and blue.  Get it!  If 
there was a 4th Division, it had a white flag 
with a green symbol.  The brigade flags 
were triangular and featured the corps 
symbol and followed the division flag 
color scheme.  The 1st Brigade was a plain 
flag with symbol, the 2nd Brigade had a 
colored strip on the flagpole edge, and the 
3rd Brigade had a colored strip on all 
edges.  If there was a 4th Brigade it had 
colored patches in the three corners of 
the triangle.  The colored strip on 1st 
division brigade flags was blue; on 2nd 
and 3rd division flags it was red.  The 
artillery brigade of each corps soon 
adopted a similar flag, red with the corps 
symbol in white. 
 

The symbol of the Sixth Army corps was a 
Greek cross, an upright cross.  The corps 
carried these flags at Gettysburg and into 
1864.  Orders issued on April 19th, 1864 
changed the upright Greek cross on the 
flags to a diagonal saltire. 
 
The issue of the Greek cross versus the 
saltire on the Sixth Corps flags is a tricky 
one.  General Orders No. 53 specifies a 
Greek Cross, but all the surviving flags I 
have been able to find have the saltire.  
Research uncovered a reference to the 
April 19th 1864 order, but not the order 
itself.  The flags with the Greek cross were 
most likely flown until the beginning of 
the 1864 campaign season, when new 
ones were issued with the saltire.  
Therefore, the 1863 flag sheet features 
the Greek cross, and the 1864 sheet the 
saltire. 
 
On March 25th, 1864 the Third Corps was 
disbanded.  The 3rd Division was 
transferred to the Sixth Corps as the new 
3rd Division of the corps, it only having 
two divisions at the time.  The members 
of the 3rd Division chose to fly the colors 
of the 3rd Division, Sixth Corps instead of 
old diamond of the Third Corps. 
 
Corps commander John Sedgwick was 
killed near Spotsylvania Court House on 
May 9th.  Recent research has uncovered 
the fact that the after being used in a 
memorial display for his body, the flag fell 
into possession of a member of his staff.  
Sedgwick’s successor, Horatio Wright was 
issued a new flag with a red six inside a 
white saltire. 
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On August 1st, General Orders No. 115 
authorized the use of the corps emblem 
on the headquarters swallowtail flag, 
possibly to conform with the Sixth Corps 

flag.  Period photos of General Wright, the 
corps commander, at his headquarters, 
verify a flag with the white saltire and red 
“6”. 
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